Weekly Discussion Guide - 2-16-2025

“Friendship”
1 Samuel 18:1-9,John 15:15-16

Opening Prayer: Father, Son,and Holy Spirit, draw us closer in relationship with You, and
shape our loves to look more like Yours. Amen.

. What makes your best friends your best friends?

. What factors have led to your greatest opportunities for friendship? What obstacles or
challenges to friendship have you experienced?

. Read 1 Samuel 18:1-9. How does this passage describe the friendship between Jonathan
and David? What does it mean, and why does it matter? How does it affect your beliefs or
actions?

. In his book, The Four Loves, C.S. Lewis writes, “Friendship (as the ancients saw) can be a
school of virtue; but also (as they did not see) a school of vice. It is ambivalent. It makes
good [people] better and bad [people] worse.” Have you experienced this? How?

. Read John 15:9-17. Why might this passage apply not only to Jesus’ original audience but
to us?

. What difference does it make that Jesus calls us friends, not servants? How does this
affect how we live the Christian faith?

. How might a friendship look different under the Lordship of Christ?

. Prayerfully consider whether any friendships in your life need attention. Have you brought
them all under the Lordship of Christ? Are there too many acquaintances and not enough
close trusted friends? Are there any one-sided, neglected, unhealthy, or waning
relationships? What can you do? Make a plan with God.

Closing prayer: Jesus, thank you for calling us Your friends. Help us bring our friendships
under Your Lordship. Amen.



